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investigation necessary is an inspection of the
register. In this connection it should be remem-
bered that it is not sufficient to peruse the land
certificate in the vendor's possession, as the copy
register stitched up in the land certificate may not
be up to date. There may be entries on the
register which do not appear on the land certifi-
cate, such as notices of deposit, cautions, or bank-
ruptcy petitions.
It is the duty of the purchaser's solicitor to
search the register at the Land Registry to see
whether any entry has been made since the land
or charge certificate was last made to agree or cor-
respond with the register. He can only search the
register on obtaining an authority from the regis-
tered proprietor or his solicitor for this purpose.
Up to 1930 large numbers of solicitors were ac-
customed to attend personally at the Land Regis-
try to search the registers. There was an obvious
flaw in this method of search. Solicitors felt bound
to leave their searching until within an hour or two
of completing the purchase of registered land, in-
stead of searching at their leisure and in comfort.
Even with this eleventh hour searching, no solicitor
could be certain that some entry would not creep
in between the time of search and the completion.
The matter gave much cause for anxious thought
on the part of those interested in land registration,
and at length, as the result of evidence given before
Lord Tomlin's Committee in 1929, a new search
form (Form 94) was evolved which conferred a
priority of registration. A prospective purchaser
fills in this form and sends it to the Land Registry
by post, and the Land Registry returns it with
either a certificate that no fresh entries have been

